
W
ha

t held
 J

esu
s 

on the cross?

W
h

a
t h

e
ld

 Je
su

s o
n

 th
e

 cro
ss? It w

a
s n

o
t th

e
 n

a
ils,

b
u

t Je
su

s’ lo
v

e
 th

a
t k

e
p

t h
im

 th
e

re
. 

W
h

a
t k

e
e

p
s o

u
r sa

crifice
 o

n
 th

e
 a

lta
r? O

u
r lo

v
e

?
N

o
—

th
is is n

o
t e

n
o

u
g

h
. It is o

n
ly

 a
 fu

ll a
p

p
re

cia
tio

n
o

f Je
su

s’ lo
v

e
 th

a
t k

e
e

p
s o

u
r sa

crifice
 o

n
 th

e
 a

lta
r. 

“F
or the love of C

hrist constra
ineth u

s; beca
u

se w
e

thu
s ju

d
ge, tha

t if one d
ied

 for a
ll, then ... they

 w
hich

live shou
ld

 not henceforth live u
nto them

selves, bu
t

u
nto him

 w
hich d

ied
 for them

, a
nd

 ros e a
ga

in.”
1 C

or. 5
:14

,15



J
esu

s’ T
hou

ghts 
on the C

ross

T
he actual tim

e fram
e of Jesus’

cross experience is as
follow

s: Jesus w
as on the cross longer than three hours, as

the C
atholics claim

. Actually, it w
as six hours as revealed in

M
ark 15:25,33,34. 

M
a

rk 1
5

:2
5

A
n

d
 it w

a
s th

e
 th

ir d h
o

u
r [9

 a
.m

.],
a

n
d

 th
e

y crucifie
d

 h
im

.

M
a

rk 1
5

:33
A

n
d

 w
h

e
n

 th
e

 sixth
 h

o
u

r 
[1

2
 n

o
o

n
]w

a
s

co
m

e
, th

e
re w

a
s d

a
rkn

e
ss o

ve
r th

e
 w

h
o

le
 la

n
d

 u
n

til
th

e
 n

in
th

 h
o

u
r. 

M
a

rk 1
5

:34
A

n
d

 a
t th

e
 n

in
th

 h
o

u
r [3 p

.m
.]Je

su
s

crie
d

 w
ith

 a
 lo

u
d

 vo
ice

, sa
yin

g
, E

lo
i, E

lo
i, la

m
a

sa
b

a
ch

th
a

n
i?

 w
h

ich
 is, b

e
in

g
 in

te
rp

r
e

te
d

, M
y G

o
d

,
m

y G
o

d
, w

h
y h

a
st th

o
u

 fo
rsa

ke
n

 m
e

?

M
atthew

 27:46 states “about” the ninth hour
. T

he G
reek

w
ord for “about” here is Strongs 4012, pe

ri. It can m
ean “all

over,” “around,” or “general period.” It is not the sam
e

G
reek w

ord translated “about” in 
A

cts 13:18,20, w
hich is

m
uch m

ore specific. “A
bout” the ninth hour could refer to a

period of tim
e before 3:00 p.m

., such as 2:30 to 3:00. 

H
a ve

 yo
u

 e
ve

r w
o

n
d

e
re

d
 w

h
a

t Je
su

s’
th

o
u

g
h

ts w
e

re
d

u
ring that tragic tim

e of physical and m
ental anguish?

W
ell, w

e ca
n

know
 to a large extent the content of Jesus’

thinking during the last three hours of his cross ordeal. 

W
ere y

ou
 there w

hen they
 cru

cified
 m

y
 L

ord
?

W
ere y

ou
 there w

hen they
 cru

cified
 m

y
 L

ord
?

O
h! S

om
etim

es it ca
u

ses m
e

to trem
ble . . . trem

ble . . . trem
ble.

W
ere y

ou
 there w

hen they
 cru

cified
 m

y
 L

ord
?

W
ere y

ou
 there w

hen they
 na

iled
 H

im
 to the tree?

W
ere y

ou
 there w

hen they
 na

iled
 H

im
 to the tree?

O
h! S

om
etim

es it ca
u

ses m
e

to trem
ble . . . trem

ble . . . trem
ble.

W
ere y

ou
 there w

hen they
 na

iled
 H

im
 to the tree?

W
ere y

ou
 there w

hen they
 la

id
 H

im
 in the tom

b?
W

ere y
ou

 there w
hen they

 la
id

 H
im

 in the tom
b?

O
h! S

om
etim

es it ca
u

ses m
e 

to trem
ble . . . trem

ble . . . trem
ble.

W
ere y

ou
 there w

hen they
 la

id
 H

im
 in the tom

b?

M
a

y th
is b

e
 a

 b
le

ssin
g

 to
 yo

u
 in

 yo
u

r M
e

m
o

ria
l

m
e

d
ita

tio
n

s.

B
r . K

en R
aw

son



tragedies of the present w
ere the concentrated thinking of

Jesus at this tim
e.

P
sa

lm
 2

2
:1  M

y
 G

od
, m

y
 G

od
, w

hy
 ha

st
thou

 forsa
ken m

e? w
hy

 a
rt thou

 so fa
r from

help
ing 

m
e, 

a
nd

 
from

 
the 

w
ord

s 
of 

m
y

roa
ring? 

M
atthew

 27:46 reveals Jesus uttered this cry som
etim

e
before 3:00 p.m

. “A
n

d
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 n

in
th

 h
o

u
r Je

su
s crie

d
 w

ith
a

 lo
u

d
 vo

ice
, . . . M

y G
o

d
, m

y G
o

d
, w

h
y h

a
st th

o
u

 fo
rsa

ke
n

m
e

?
”B
efore these w

ords w
ere uttered, the nation that hailed

him
 a

s kin
g

 ju
st d

a
ys b

e
fo

re
 h

a
d

 n
o

w
 fo

rsa
ke

n
 h

im
. H

is
d

isci ples w
ho once forsook all and follow

ed him
 had, at his

arrest, now
 forsaken him

 and fled as he w
as 

“d
e

live
re

d
 in

to
th

e
 h

a
n

d
s o

f sin
fu

l m
e

n
.”(Luke 24:7)

T
h

e
 

so
ld

ie
rs 

h
a

d
 

cru
e

lly 
m

o
cke

d
 

h
im

. 
C

ru
sh

e
d

 
a

cro
w

n
 o

f th
o

rn
s u

p
o

n
 h

is h
e

a
d

; b
ru

ta
lly sco

u
r

g
e

d
 a

n
d

b
u

ffe
te

d
 

h
im

; 
sp

a
t 

u
p

o
n

 
h

im
; 

p
lu

cke
d

 
o

f
f 

h
is 

h
a

ir;
strip

p
e

d
 h

im
 o

f h
is g

a
rm

e
n

ts; p
u

t h
im

 to
 o

p
e

n
 sh

a
m

e
a

n
d

 n
a

ile
d

 h
im

 to
 th

e
 cro

ss. 
Y

et he suffered all this in
silence. H

e endured the cross, despising the sham
e. 

A
vulgar

crow
d taunted him

 and the thieves w
hich w

ere crucified
w

ith him
 flung the sam

e taunts into his face; yet he opened
not his m

outh. In response to all that he suf
fered at the hands

of m
en, not a cry escaped his lips. B

ut w
hen his F

ather
turned from

 him
, he cried, 

“M
y G

o
d

, m
y G

o
d

, w
h

y h
a

st th
o

u
fo

rsa
ke

n
 m

e
?

”W
hy have you left m

e to suf
fer alone?

Je
su

s p
ro

b
a

b
ly kn

e
w

 a
h

e
a

d
 o

f tim
e

 th
a

t th
is w

o
u

ld
h

a
p

p
e n, but he never, n

e
ve

rrealized how
 devastating—

seem
ingly im

possible, com
plete cessation of com

m
union

w
ith

 h
is F

a
th

e
r w

o
u

ld
 b

e
. Je

su
s n

e
ve

r co
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 e
ve

n
im

a
g

i ned 
how

 
im

possible 
this 

disfellow
ship 

from
 

G
od

3

F
rom

 the G
ospel accounts, it is evident that at least som

e
o

f Je
su

s’ th
in

kin
g

 d
u

rin
g

 h
is first th

re
e

 h
o

u
rs in

vo
lve

d
lo

vi n
g

 
co

n
ce

rn
 

fo
r 

so
m

e
 

o
f 

th
o

se
 

a
ro

u
n

d
 

h
im

.
N

otw
ithstanding his personal suf

fering, Jesus rew
arded the

faith of one of the thieves w
ith a prom

ise of hope. Luke
23:42, 43: 

“A
n

d
 h

e
 sa

id
 u

n
to

 Je
su

s, L
o

r
d

, re
m

e
m

b
e

r m
e

 w
h

e
n

th
o

u
 co

m
e

st in
to

 th
y kin

g
d

o
m

. 
A

n
d

 Je
su

s sa
id

 u
n

to
h

im
, T ru

ly I te
ll yo

u
 to

d
a

y, yo
u

 w
ill b

e
 w

ith
 m

e
 in

p
a

ra
d

ise
.”(N

R
V

S
)

Je
su

s, kn
o

w
in

g
 th

a
t h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 d

ie
, a

ske
d

 h
is fa

vo
rite

d
iscip

le
, Jo

h
n

, to
 ta

ke
 h

is m
o

th
e

r in
to

 h
is h

o
m

e
. Jo

h
n

1
9

:2
5

-2
7

:

“N
o
w

 th
e
re

 sto
o
d
 b

y th
e
 cross o

f Je
su

s h
is m

o
th

e
r

, . .
. . W

h
e

n
 Je

su
s th

e
refo

re
 sa

w
 h

is m
o

th
e

r
, a

n
d

 th
e

d
iscip

le
 sta

n
d
in

g
 b

y, w
h
o
m

 h
e
 lo

ve
d
, h

e
 sa

ith
 u

n
to

h
is m

o
th

e
r, W

o
m

a
n
, b

e
h
o
ld

 th
y so

n
! T

h
e
n
 sa

ith
 h

e
 to

th
e
 d

iscip
le

, B
e
h
o
ld

 th
y m

o
th

e
r! 
A

n
d
 fro

m
 th

a
t h

o
u
r

th
a
t d

iscip
le

 to
o
k h

e
r u

n
to

 h
is o

w
n
 h

o
m

e
.”

T
he fact that the first w

ords that Jesus spoke w
hen he

broke his silence w
ere a quote from

 the first verse of P
salm

2 2
, “M

y G
o

d
, m

y G
o

d
, w

h
y h

a
st th

o
u

 fo
rsa

ke
n

 m
e

?
”

a
n

d
th

e
n

 h
e

 q
u

o
te

d
 th

e
 ve

ry la
st p

h
ra

se
 o

f P
sa

lm
 2

2
, 

“It is fin
-

ishe
d

,”
—

all this indicates som
ething. 

It provides a clue of Jesus’
thoughts during those three

hours of silence. It indicates that Jesus’
m

ind m
e

d
ita

te
d

 o
n

th
e

 w
h

o
le

 o
f P

sa
lm

 2
2

. In
 P

sa
lm

 2
2

, I b
e

lie
ve

 w
e

 h
a

ve
 a

stirrin
g

 a
cco

u
n

t w
ritten long before it occurred of w

hat
actually passed through the m

ind of Jesus w
hile he w

as on
th

e
 

cro
ss 

d
u

rin
g

 
t he

 
la

st 
th

re
e

 
h

o
u

rs. Th
e

 
G

o
sp

e
l

a
cco

u
n

ts d
e

a
l with the external events of the crucifixion. In

P
salm

 22 w
e have a record of the very em

otions that stirred
Jes u

s’ h
e

a
rt. T

h
e

 a
n

g
u

ish
 o

f p
a

in
, th

e
 d

e
sp

a
ir o

f b
e

in
g

fo
rsa

ken, and finally the future joys of hope am
idst the

2



sup
p

lica
tio

n
 th

a
t ca

m
e

 fro
m

 th
e

 a
n

g
u

ish
 o

f h
is h

e
a

rt. B
u

t
h

e
 w

a
s u

n
h

e
a

rd
 a

n
d

 u
n

a
n

sw
e

re
d

. 
T

h
u

s, ve
rse

 2
 stron

g
ly

in
d

icate
s th

a
t th

e
 p

e
rio

d
 G

o
d

 tu
rn

e
d

 H
is fa

ce
 a

w
a

y fr
o

m
Je

su
s w

a
s m

o
r e th

a
n

 a
 m

o
m

e
n

t.

M
a

rk 1
5

:3
3

 sh
o

w
e

d
 th

a
t fro

m
 1

2
 n

o
o

n
 th

e
re

 w
a

s
d

a
rkn

e ss over the w
hole land until the ninth hour

. S
uddenly,

every voice w
as hushed. 

A
feeling of horror gripped their

he a
rts, a

s e
ve

ry lig
h

t in
 cre

a
tio

n
 se

e
m

e
d

 to
 b

e
 sn

u
f

fe
d

o
u

t a
n

d
 in

te
n

se
 d

a
rkn

e
ss co

ve
re

d
 th

e
 e

a
rth

. 
T

h
is th

r e
e

ho
u

r d
a

rkn
e

ss w
a

s sym
b

o
lic o

f G
o

d
 p

u
ttin

g
 a

 b
a

r
rie

r o
f

fe
llo w

sh
ip

 b
e

tw
e

e
n

 H
is fa

ce
 a

n
d

 Je
su

s.

P
salm

 22 w
as Jesus’

continual cry, not audibly, but in his
heart. “W

h
y h

a
st th

o
u

 fo
rsa

ke
n

 m
e

?
”This is a question that

n o
n

e
 co

u
ld

 a
n

sw
e

r , b
u

t—
b

u
t

Je
su

s a
n

sw
e

re
d

 h
is o

w
n

q
u

e
stion and his answ

er is found in verse 3.

P
sa

lm
 2

2
:3

  B
u

t T
hou

 a
rt holy

, O
 T

hou
tha

t inha
bitest the p

ra
ises of I

sra
el.

T
h

e
 a

n
sw

e
r w

a
s “B

u
t T

h
o

u
 a

rt h
o

ly”—
a

 m
a

je
stic

re
a

so n. Jesus com
plained of anguish in the experience, yes,

but n
o

t
of the in

ju
stice

of it. Instead, he acknow
ledged

G
od’ s righteousness. 

“T
h

o
u

 a
r t h

o
ly”

in exacting all of this
suffering. Justice

requires, w
isdom

requires, love
requires

that I taste the dregs of taking the sinners place—
even being

forsaken by m
y G

od. Indeed, 
“T

h
o

u
 a

rt h
o

ly”
and Yo

u
r

h
o

lin
e

ss, Y o
u

r a
ttrib

u
te

srequire that Y o
u

 fo
rsa

ke
 m

e.

H
a

ve
 

yo
u

 
e

ve
r 

e
xp

e
rie

n
ce

d
 

th
is 

situ
a

tio
n

 
w

h
e

r e
in

te
lle

ctu
a

ll y yo
u

 u
n

d
e

rsta
n

d
 w

h
a

t is h
a

p
p

e
n

in
g

?
Yo

u
 se

e
th

e
 w

h
o

le
 p

ictu
re, b

u
t it d

o
e

sn
’t sto

p
 th

e
 a

n
g

u
ish

 in
 yo

u
r

h
e

a
rt?

W
e can be enduring a real tragedy—

a “w
hy m

e”
tragedy. Intellectually w

e understand that a m
em

ber of the
w

orld’ s sym
pathetic H

igh P
riest w

ill have to endure this

w
ould be until—

u
n

til
it actually happened. H

is w
as a cry

that re
ve

rb
e

ra
te

d
throughout 

the 
entire 

universe 
as 

the
angelic hosts w

atched this terrible dram
a on earth. 

W
e do

w
ell to ponder the m

eaning of this cry
.

“T
h

e
 w

a
g

e
s o

f sin
 is d

e
a

th
.”On

 th
e

 cro
ss Je

su
s w

a
s

r e
ce

ivin
g

 th
e

 w
a

g
e

 d
u

e
 

A
d

a
m

 a
n

d
 h

is d
e

sce
n

d
a

n
ts. H

e
h

a
d

 n
o

 sin
 o

f h
is o

w
n

, fo
r h

e
 w

a
s p

e
rfe

ct, b
u

t h
e

 w
a

s
b

e
a

ring our sins on the cross. H
ebrew

s 2:9: Jesus 
“ta

ste
d

d
e

a
th

 fo
r e

ve
r y m

a
n

.”“D
yin

g
 th

o
u

 sh
a

lt d
ie

.”D
e

a
th

 is
a

 p
ro

ce
ss a

n
d

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 d
e

a
th

 p
ro

ce
ss, sin

 re
q

u
ire

s
a

lie
n

a
tio

n
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 G

o
d

 a
n

d
 m

a
n

. G
o

d
 tu

rn
e

d
 h

is fa
ce

a
w

a
y fro

m
 m

a
n

. T
h

u
s, in

 Je
su

s’ta
kin

g
 th

e
 sin

n
e

rs
p la

ce
, it w

a
s n

e
ce

ssa
ry th

a
t th

e
 F

a
th

e
r w

o
u

ld
 w

ith
d

ra
w

H
is fe

llow
sh

ip
 fro

m
 H

is b
e

lo
ve

d
 so

n
.

A
t aboutth

e
 n

in
th

 h
o

u
r , so

m
e

tim
e

 b
e

fo
re 3

:0
0

 p
.m

., th
e

p
a

in
 o

f th
is d

isfe
llo

w
sh

ip
 b

e
ca

m
e

 so
 u

n
b

e
a

ra
b

le
, th

a
t Je

su
s

crie
d

 o
u

t, “M
y G

o
d

, m
y G

o
d

, w
h

y h
a

st th
o

u
 fo

rsa
ke

n
m

e
?

” D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 w

h
a

t th
is m

e
a

n
s?Fo

r th
e

 first tim
e

in
 b

illio
n

s of years, the only begotten son w
as conscious

of his beloved F
ather’s fellow

ship being torn aw
ay.U

p
u

n
til th

is p
o

in
t, Je

su
s co

u
ld

 sa
y

, “I kn
o

w
 th

a
t th

o
u

 h
e

a
rest

m
e

 a
lw

a
ys.” Is it a

n
y w

o
n

d
e

r h
e

 crie
d

 in
 a

n
g

u
ish

, “M
y G

o
d

,
m

y G
o

d
, w

h
y h

a
st th

o
u

 fo
rsa

ke
n

 m
e

?
”

P
sa

lm
 2

2
:2

  O
 m

y
 G

od
, I

 cry
 in

 th
e

d
a

y
tim

e, bu
t th

ou
 h

ea
rest n

ot; a
n

d
 in

 th
e

n
ig

h
t sea

son, a
nd

 a
m

 not silent.

D
ay and night here is sym

bolic of continuously
. F

rom
th e

 tim
e

 p
o

in
t o

f ve
rse

 1
, Je

su
s is co

n
tin

u
a

lly cryin
g

 to
G

o
d

 b
u

t is n
o

t h
e

a
rd

. Th
e

 H
e

b
re

w
 h

e
re

 fo
r “a

m
 n

o
t

sile
n

t” is lite
rally, “there is no silence for m

e.” 
T

he thought
is that Jesus prayed or cried incessantly in his heart or m

ind.
H

e never ceased. 
A

ll this denotes intense and 
co

n
tin

u
o

u
s

5
4



Jesus is saying the fathers, that is the 
A

ncient W
orthies,

called on Y
ou and Y

ou w
ere there to help. 

N
o

w
 w

h
y d

o
n

’t
Yo

u
 h

e
lp

 m
e

?

P
sa

lm
 2

2
:6

  B
u

t I
 a

m
 a

 w
orm

, a
nd

 no
m

a
n; a

 rep
roa

ch of m
en, a

nd
 d

esp
ised

 of the
p

eop
le. 

H
ave you ever felt like a w

orm
 w

hen you w
ere doing

w
hat you believed to be right but everyone w

as opposed to
your stand? Also, all of us, at tim

es, are asham
ed of our

actions. W
e feel as low

ly as a w
orm

. 
“I a

m
 a

 w
o

rm
.”

T
here

a re
 se

ve
ra

l H
e

b
re

w
 w

o
rd

s fo
r w

o
rm

, b
u

t Je
su

s ch
o

se
 a

sp
e

cific type of w
orm

, the “tola.” W
e w

ill com
e back to the

m
eaning of that w

ord. 

Jesus w
as thinking, here I am

; everybody is taunting m
e.

I am
 blasphem

er , a scoundrel, a w
orm

. 
T

hey are m
aking m

e
feel like a w

orm
. H

ow
 low

 can I feel? H
ow

 low
 can I get?

E
ven m

y H
eavenly F

ather
, w

ith w
hom

 I dw
elt and w

orked
for eons and eons in the past, now

 even m
y beloved F

ather
has forsaken m

e. 
Y

es, I fe
e

l e
m

o
tio

n
a

lly like
 a

 lo
w

ly w
o

rm
.

B
u

t in
te

lle
ctu

a
lly I kn

o
w , I kn

o
w

 I a
m

 a
 ve

r y sp
e

cia
l w

o
rm

,
th

e
 “to

la
” w

o
rm

.

T
he H

ebrew
 w

ord for w
orm

 here is “tola.” “Tola” is a
special w

orm
 from

 w
hich the people of the M

iddle E
ast

derived a valuable crim
son dye. 

T
he dye wa

s fo
rm

e
d

 fro
m

its b
lo

o
d

, re
le

a
se

d
 w

h
e

n
 th

e
 w

o
rm

 w
a

s 
cru

sh
e

d
.T

he
scarlet dye for the linen of the 

Tabernacle cam
e from

 the
blood of the “tola

.” A
n

d
 th

e
 w

o
rd

 sca
rle

t is m
e

n
tio

n
e

d
m

a
n

y tim
e

s in
 co

n
n

e
ctio

n
 w

ith
 th

e
 

T
a

b
e

rn
a

cle
, a

lw
a

ys
re

fe
rrin

g
 to

 th
e

 sca
rle t dye that cam

e from
 the crushed

“tola” w
orm

. 

T
h

is is p
o

w
e

rfu
l! W

h
e

n
 Je

su
s th

o
u

g
h

t o
f h

im
se

lf a
s th

e
“to

la
,” h

e
 th

o
u

g
h

t o
f h

im
se

lf a
s th

e
 w

o
rm

 w
h

o
 w

a
s b

e
in

g

type of experience, but 
w

h
y m

e
 L

o
rd?

only w
hen w

e can say,
Ye

s m
e

, L
o

rd, w
ill the heart’s anguish be m

inim
ized.

H
is a

ttitu
d

e
 o

f su
b

m
issi

on w
as not just grin and bear it.

N
o m

atter how
 severe the requirem

ents of the F
ather
, he

c o
u

ld
 o

n
ly th

in
k o

f h
is F

a
th

e
r a

s w
o

rth
y o

f 
a

ll th
e

 p
ra

ise
s

o
f Isra

e
l,n

a
tu

ra
l a

n
d

 sp
iritu

a
l. W

h
a

t a
 lo

vin
g

, o
b

e
d

ie
n

t,
su

b
m

issive son. N
o m

atter how
 m

uch suf
fering the F

ather
required, Jesus could only think of his F

ather as w
orthy of

the praises of all H
is people. In fact, he speaks of G

od as
being e

n
th

ro
n

e
d

 in
 th

e
 p

ra
ise

s o
f Isra

e
l

. 

T
h

e
 le

sso
n

 fo
r u

s. Wh
a

t d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k o
f w

h
e

n
 yo

u
su

f fe
r? O

h, it is the F
ather’s w

ill, therefore, I w
ill grin and

bear it. N
o. The reason w

e are suf
fering is G

o
d

 is h
o

ly. H
is

holy attributes require you to suf
fer. H

is love
for you as a

new
 cre

a
tu

re
 re

q
u

ire
s th

a
t yo

u
 b

e
 m

a
d

e
 p

e
rfe

ct th
ro

u
g

h
th

e
 e

xp
e

rie
n

ce
 yo

u
 a

re
 su

f
fe

rin
g

 so
 th

a
t H

is d
e

e
p

 lo
ve

,
co

m
p

a
ssio n, 

and 
understanding 

for 
m

ankind 
m

ight 
be

expressed through you in the K
ingdom

. 

H
is w

isd
o

m
kn

o
w

s w
h

a
t tria

ls yo
u

 n
e

e
d

 a
n

d
 ca

n
b

a
re

. A
n

d
 H

is ju
stice

re
q

u
ire

s th
a

t yo
u

 b
e

 trie
d

 u
n

til yo
u

crysta
llize perfection of heart intention to qualify for the

divine 
nature. A

nd 
if 

w
e 

are 
w

illingly 
subm

issive, 
H

is
p o

w
e

r
w

ill su
sta

in
 u

s. T
h

e
re

fo
re

, in
 o

u
r g

re
a

te
st tria

l,
w

h
a

t sh
o

u
ld

 w
e

 th
in

k o
f?

 We
 sh

o
u

ld
 th

in
k o

f o
u

r F
a

th
e

r
a

s w
o

rth
y o

f th
e

 p
ra

ise
s o

f a
ll h

is p
e

o
p

le
. 

T
h

a
t is o

u
r

ch
a

llenge. If w
e accept the challenge and our sym

pathetic
high priest w

ho set this exam
ple w

ill help us attain it. 

P
sa

lm
 2

2
:4

-5
  O

u
r fa

thers tru
sted

 in thee:
they

 tru
sted

, a
nd

 thou
 d

id
st d

eliver them
. [5]

T
hey

 cried
 u

nto thee, a
nd

 w
ere d

elivered
: they

tru
sted

 in thee, a
nd

 w
ere not confou

nd
ed

. 

7
6



w
ith

 th
eir m

ou
th

s, a
s a

 ra
ven

in
g a

nd
 a

roa
rin g lion.

T
he strong bulls of B

ashan w
ere rem

arkable for their
size, strength and fierceness. 

T
hey represented the priests

and religious rulers w
ho w

ere fierce, savage and violent in
their opposition to Jesus. 

T
his w

as fulfilled in M
atthew

27:41-43: 

“L
ike

w
ise

 a
lso

 th
e

 ch
ie

f p
rie

sts m
o

ckin
g

 h
im

, w
it

h
th

e
 scrib

e
s a

n
d

 e
ld

e
rs, sa

id
, H

e
 sa

ve
d

 o
th

ers;
h

im
se

lf h
e

 ca
n

n
o

t sa
ve

. If h
e

 b
e

 th
e

 K
in

g
 o

f Isra
e

l, le
t

h
im

 n
o

w
 co

m
e

 d
o

w
n

 fr
o

m
 th

e
 cross, a

n
d

 w
e

 w
ill

b
e

lie
ve

 h
im

. H
e

 tr uste
d

 in
 G

o
d

; le
t h

im
 d

e
live

r h
im

n
o

w, if h
e

 w
ill h

a
ve

 h
im

: fo
r h

e
 sa

id
, I a

m
 th

e
 S

o
n

 o
f

G
o

d
.”

In verse 13 “a
 ra

ve
n

in
g

 a
n

d
 a

 r oa
rin

g
 lio

n
”

refers to
S

atan. The religious rulers and priests w
ere the tools of the

devil in opposing Jesus. 

P
sa

lm
 2

2
:14

  I
 a

m
 p

ou
red

 ou
t like w

a
ter,

a
nd

 a
ll m

y
 bones a

re ou
t of joint: m

y
 hea

rt
is like w

a
x

; it is m
elted

 in the m
id

st of m
y

bow
els. 

O
n

 th
e

 cro
ss th

e
 p

o
sitio

n
 o

f th
e

 b
o

d
y w

a
s g

re
a

tly
d

isto
rte

d
. T

h
e

 b
o

n
e

s w
e

re
 o

u
t o

f jo
in

t, w
h

ich
 ca

u
se

d
to

rtu
ro

us pain and Jesus’
heart m

elted. H
e died of a broken

heart. P
sa

lm
 2

2
:15

  M
y

 strength is d
ried

 u
p

 like
a

 p
otsherd

; a
nd

 m
y

 tongu
e clea

veth to m
y

ja
w

s; a
nd

 thou
 ha

st brou
ght m

e into the d
u

st
of d

ea
th. 

cru
sh

e
d

 th
a

t sca
rle

t b
lo

o
d

, 
th

e
 ra

n
so

m
 p

rice
, m

ig
h

t b
e

p
ro

vi ded. 

P
sa

lm
 2

2
:7

-8
  A

ll they
 tha

t see m
e la

u
gh

m
e to scorn: they

 shoot ou
t the lip

, they
 sha

ke
the hea

d
, sa

y
ing, [8]H

e tru
sted

 on the L
O

R
D

tha
t he w

ou
ld

 d
eliver him

: let him
 d

eliver
him

, seeing he d
elighted

 in him
. 

T
h

is re
fe

rs to
 th

e
 cro

w
d

s a
ro

u
n

d
 th

e
 cro

ss, co
m

m
o

n
p

e
o

p
l e 

w
ho 

taunted 
Jesus. 

It 
w

as 
fulfilled 

in 
M

atthew
27:30,40:  

“A
n

d
 th

e
y sp

it u
p

o
n

 h
im

, a
n

d
 to

o
k th

e
 r

e
e

d
, a

n
d

sm
o

te
 h

im
 o

n
 th

e
 h

e
a

d
.” “A

n
d

 sa
yin

g
, T

h
o

u
 th

a
t

d
e

stro
ye

st th
e

 te
m

p
le

, a
n

d
 b

u
ild

e
st it in

 th
r

e
e

 d
a

ys,
sa

ve
 th

yse
lf. If th

o
u

 b
e

 th
e

 S
o

n
 o

f G
o

d
, co

m
e

 d
o

w
n

fr o
m

 th
e

 cross.”

P
sa

lm
 2

2
:9

-11  B
u

t thou
 a

rt he tha
t took

m
e ou

t of the w
om

b: thou
 d

id
st m

a
ke m

e hop
e

w
hen I

 w
a

s u
p

on m
y

 m
other’s brea

sts. [10]
I

w
a

s ca
st u

p
on thee from

 the w
om

b: thou
 a

rt
m

y
 G

od
 from

 m
y

 m
other’s belly

. [11] B
e not

fa
r from

 m
e; for trou

ble is nea
r; for there is

none to help
. 

Y
ou w

ere w
ith m

e all of m
y life since I w

as a baby
. W

hy
aren’t You w

ith m
e now

? 

P
sa

lm
2

2
:12

-13
 

M
a

n
y

 
bu

lls 
h

a
ve

com
p

a
ssed

 m
e: strong bu

lls of B
a

sha
n ha

ve
beset m

e rou
nd

. [13] T
hey

 ga
p

ed
 u

p
on

 m
e

9
8



P
sa

lm
 2

2
:19

-2
1  B

u
t be not thou

 fa
r from

m
e, O

 L
O

R
D

: O
 m

y
 strength, ha

ste thee to
help

 
m

e. 
[2

0
]

D
eliver 

m
y

 
sou

l 
from

 
the

sw
ord

; m
y

 d
a

rlin g from
 the p

ow
er of the

d
og. [2

1
]S

a
ve m

e from
 the lion’s m

ou
th: for

thou
 ha

st hea
rd

 m
e from

 the horns of the
u

nicorns. 

T
h

e
 a

n
im

a
l m

e
n

tio
n

e
d

 is n
o

t re
a

lly a
 u

n
ico

rn
, fo

r
u

n
ico

rn
s d

o
 n

o
t e

xist. Th
is is a

 re
fe

re
n

ce
 to

 a
 typ

e
 o

f
w

ild
 o

x w
ith

 lo
n

g
 p

o
in

te
d

 h
o

rn
s th

a
t w

e
re

 so
 sym

m
e

tric
a

l
th

a
t fro

m
 th

e
 sid

e
 p

ro
file

 th
e

y lo
o

ke
d

 like
 o

n
e

 h
o

rn
.

O
th

e
r n

a
tio

n
s so

m
e

tim
e

s b
o

u
n

d
 crim

in
a

ls to
 th

e
 h

o
rn

s
o

f th
is w

ild
 o

x fo
r e

xe
cu

tio
n

. 

A
s Je

su
s th

o
u

g
h

t a
b

o
u

t th
is p

ictu
re

, h
e

 re
a

lize
d

 h
e

w
a

s b
e

in
g

 cru
cifie

d
 a

s a
 crim

in
a

l, a
 crim

in
a

l b
e

tw
e

e
n

tw
o

 th
ie

ve
s. S

e
e

m
in

g
ly, Je

su
s w

a
s n

o
t ju

st h
a

n
g

in
g

 o
n

a
 sta

tio
n

a
ry cro

ss, b
u

t ra
th

e
r like

 a
 crim

in
a

l o
n

 th
e

h o
rn

s o
f a

 w
ild

 o
x, h

e
 w

a
s b

e
in

g
 sym

b
o

lica
lly d

a
sh

e
d

to
 p

ie
ce

s a
g

a
in

st th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
—

th
e

 g
ro

u
n

d
sw

e
ll o

f th
e

h
a

te
 m

o
n

g
e

rs, m
a

sse
s, so

ld
ie

rs, th
ie

ve
s, p

rie
sts a

n
d

re
lig

io
u

s le
a

d
e

rs w
h

o
 w

e
re

 
m

e
rcile

ssly
te

a
rin

g
 h

im
 to

p
ie

ce
s ve

rb
a

lly . 

A
s horrific as the sym

bolism
 of a crim

inal being dashed
to pieces on the horns of a w

ild ox, as treacherous as that
w

as, there is a thrilling point on verse 21. H
e w

as 
“h

e
a

r d
”

(K
JV

) “fr
o

m
 th

e
 h

o
rn

s o
f th

e
 u

n
ico

rn
.”O

ther translations
say he w

a
s “a

n
sw

e
re

d
”

o
r “r

e
scu

e
d

” “fro
m

 th
e

 h
o

rn
s o

f
th

e
 u

n
ico

rn
”o

r w
ild

 o
x. V

e
rse

 2
1

 b
e

co
m

e
s th

e
 tu

rn
in

g
p

o
in

t in
 P

sa
lm

 2
2

. Je
su

s’co
n

tin
u

a
l p

ra
ye

r
fo

r
h

e
lp

fr o
m

 th
e

 F
a

th
e

r is fin
a

lly h
e

a
rd

.

11

“M
y 

to
n

g
u

e
 

cle
a

ve
th

 
to

 
m

y 
ja

w
s”—so 

intense 
w

as
Jesus’ thirst that his tongue seem

ed to cleave to the roof of
his m

outh. 

P
sa

lm
 2

2
:16

  F
or d

ogs ha
ve com

p
a

ssed
m

e: the a
ssem

bly
 of the w

icked
 ha

ve enclosed
m

e: they
 p

ierced
 m

y
 ha

nd
s a

nd
 m

y
 feet. 

“D
o

g
s h

a
ve

 co
m

p
a

sse
d

 m
e

”as a gang of evil doers. In
oriental cities, dogs w

ould run through the streets and often
attack people. The assem

bly of the w
icked in verse 12 w

as
a reference of the crow

ds jeering at Jesus in distinction to
the bulls, the fierce religious leaders. 

T
hey pierced his hands and feet. 

T
he H

ebrew
 w

ord
“pierced” m

eans bore through. 
T

here is no m
ention of nails

in the N
ew

 T estam
ent. (S

ee E
ndnotes.)

P
sa

lm
 2

2
:17

  I
 m

a
y

 tell a
ll m

y
 bones:

they
 look a

nd
 sta

re u
p

on m
e. 

T
his again refers to the distortion of Jesus’

bones due to
his aw

kw
ard position on the cross. H

e w
as probably naked

and that is w
hy they stared at him

.

P
sa

lm
 

2
2

:18
 

 
T

hey
 

p
a

rt 
m

y
 

ga
rm

ents
a

m
o

n
g

 
th

em
, 

a
n

d
 

ca
st 

lo
ts 

u
p

o
n

 
m

y
v

estu
r e. 

T
h

is w
a

s fu
lfille

d
 in

 M
a

tth
e

w
 2

7
:3

5
: 

“A
n

d
 

th
e

y
 

c
ru

c
ifie

d
 

h
im

, 
a

n
d

 
p

a
rte

d
 

h
is

g
a

rm
e

nts, ca
stin

g
 lo

ts: th
a

t it m
ig

h
t b

e
 fu

lfille
d

w
h

ich
 w

a
s sp

o
ke

n
 b

y th
e

 p
r

o
p

h
e

t, T
h

e
y p

a
rted

 m
y

g
a

rm
e

n
ts a

m
o

n
g

 th
e

m
, a

n
d

 u
p

o
n

 m
y ve

stu
r

e
 d

id
 th

e
y

ca
st lo

ts.”

10



T
herefore, st arting w

ith verse 22 his thoughts w
ere

transform
ed to notes of trium

ph, praise, joy
, assurance

and hope. 

P
sa

lm
 

2
2

:2
2

-2
4

 
 

I
 

w
ill 

d
ecla

re 
thy

na
m

e u
nto m

y
 brethren: in the m

id
st of the

congrega
tion 

w
ill 

I
 

p
ra

ise 
thee. 

[2
3

]
Y

e
tha

t fea
r the L

O
R

D
, p

ra
ise him

; a
ll y

e the
seed

 of J
a

cob, glorify
 him

; a
nd

 fea
r him

,
a

ll y
e the seed

 of I
sra

el. [2
4

]F
or he ha

th
not d

esp
ised

 nor a
bhorred

 the a
ffliction of

the a
fflicted

; neither ha
th he hid

 his fa
ce

from
 him

; bu
t w

hen he cried
 u

nto him
, he

hea
rd

. 

F
rom

 the depths, Jesus’
thoughts w

ere now
 raised to a

lev e
l o

f h
o

p
e

 a
n

d
 jo

y , th
e

 re
co

n
cilia

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 C

h
u

rch
a

n
d

 th
e

ir co
m

m
o

n
-u

n
io

n
 w

ith
 Je

su
s, w

h
ile

 th
e

y still
ta

b
e

rn
a

cle d in the flesh. W
hy in verse 21 did you w

ant to
be delivered from

 the lion’
s m

outh and heard by the F
ather

during your crucifixion? In answ
er
, Jesus says, I w

anted the
strength to be faithful unto death so that, verse 22, 

“I w
ill

d
e

cla
re

 
th

y 
n

a
m

e[that 
is, 

the 
F

ather’s 
nam

e] u
n

to
 

m
y

b
r e

th
r e

n
: in

 th
e

 m
id

st o
f th

e
 co

n
g

r
e

g
a

tio
n[the C

hurch] w
ill

I p
ra

ise
 th

e
e[Jehovah].” 

V
erse 23 reveals that the congregation is com

posed of
both those w

ho are of the 
“se

e
d

 o
f Ja

co
b

”—
Jew

s w
ho cam

e
into C

hrist, and the “se
e

d
 o

f Isra
e

l”—
G

entiles w
ho becam

e
spiritual Israel. These tw

o classes com
pose the congregation

or C
hurch. 

In
 

th
e

 
d

e
p

th
s 

o
f 

h
is 

so
rro

w
 

a
n

d
 

a
g

o
n

y
, 

Je
su

s
th

o
u

g
h

t o
f h

is b
re

th
re

n
. 

T
h

e
 w

o
rd

 “n
a

m
e

”
is sym

b
o

lic
o

f ch
a

ra
cte

r. Je
su

s w
a

s sa
yin

g
, I w

a
n

t to
 b

e
 fa

ith
fu

l so

13

A
t som

e point during the 3½
 hours of darkness, Jesus had

the assurance that the F
ather heard him

 
“fr

o
m

 th
e
 h

o
rn

s o
f

th
e
 u

n
ico

rn
,”

em
blem

atic of his trying experience on the
cro ss a

s a
 crim

in
a

l. Th
is m

e
a

n
s th

a
t th

o
u

g
h

 th
e

 d
a

rkn
e

ss
co

n
tin

ued to his death, yet it w
as not an utter forsaking.

Je
su

s’
p

ra
ye

r w
a

s h
e

a
rd. H

e
 kn

e
w

 h
is sa

crifice
 w

a
s

a
cce

p
t ab

le. H
e w

ould be raised from
 the dead.

T
h

e
re

 a
re

 tw
o

 vie
w

s o
n

 th
e

 p
e

rio
d

 o
f th

e
 F

a
th

e
r

’s
d

isfe
llo

w
sh

ip
. F

irst, th
e

 d
isfe

llo
w

sh
ip

 co
n

tin
u

e
d

 fo
r th

e
b alance of the last three hours. S

econd, the F
ather
’s fellow

-
sh ip returned before the end of the last three hours. If the
F

ather’s fellow
ship returned, then verses 19 and 21 denote the

point 
of 

Jesus’ thinking 
that 

the 
F

ather’s 
fellow

ship 
had

returned. “H
e w

as hear d from
 the horns of the unicorn.”

I believe, as the darkness lasted for three hours, so the
F

ather ’ s disfellow
ship continued to the end of the three

hours. H
ow , then, did H

e give strength and help to our
S

avior? I personally believe at som
e point as Jesus w

as
m

editating on verse 21, he w
as 
“h

e
a

r d
 fro

m
 th

e
 h

o
rn

s o
f th

e
un

ico
rn

,”
a

 su
rg

e
 o

f jo
y fille

d
 h

is h
e

a
rt.W

h
y, th

e
 ve

ry
re

a
so n the F

ather centuries before caused P
salm

 22 to be
w

ritten w
as for this ve

ry
purpose. Alth

o
u

g
h

 th
e

 F
a

th
e

r’s fa
ce

w
a

s tu
rn

e
d

 a
w

a
y , P

salm
 22 w

as the source of the S
avior

’ s
strength, the inspiration of his heart, th

e
 b

a
sis o

f h
is

fa
ith

 th
a

t h
e

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 fa

ith
fu

l.

S
o

 th
a

t a
s Je

su
s w

a
s a

b
o

u
t to

 d
ie

 
w

ith
 h

e
a

d
 ra

ise
d

h
ig

h, h
e

 co
u

ld
 co

n
fid

e
n

tly say, “F
a

th
e

r, in
to

 th
y h

a
n

d
s I

co
m

m
e

n
d

 m
y sp

irit.”I com
m

it m
y hope of living again, and

I com
m

it the ransom
 price into your hands. 

T
his is a further

thought B
r . R

ussell gives in the 1916 F
orew

ord of 
V

olum
e

6. Jesus now
 r ealized from

 verse 19 and 21 that this
P

sa
lm

 w
a

s a
 p

re
o

rd
a

in
e

d
 a

n
sw

e
rto

 h
is p

ra
ye

r
fo

r
th

e
 F

a
th

e
r ’s h

e
lp

, e
ve

n
 th

o
u

g
h

 th
e

 F
a

th
e

rco
u

ld
n

o
t fe

llo
w

sh
ip

w
ith him

.
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9
  M

y
 p

ra
ise sha

ll be of
thee in the grea

t congrega
tion: I

 w
ill p

a
y

 m
y

vow
s before them

 tha
t fea

r him
. [26]T

he m
eek

sha
ll ea

t a
nd

 be sa
tisfied

: they
 sha

ll p
ra

ise
the L

O
R

D
 th

a
t seek

 h
im

: y
ou

r h
ea

rt sh
a

ll
live forever. [27]

A
ll the end

s of the w
orld

sha
ll rem

em
ber a

nd
 tu

rn u
nto the L

O
R

D
: a

nd
a

ll the kind
red

s of the na
tions sha

ll w
orship

before 
thee. 

[28]
F

or 
the 

kingd
om

 
is 

the
L

O
R

D
’s: a

nd
 he is the governor a

m
ong the

na
tions. [28]

A
ll they

 tha
t be fa

t u
p

on ea
rth

sha
ll ea

t a
nd

 w
orship

: a
ll they

 tha
t go d

ow
n

to the d
u

st sha
ll bow

 before him
: a

nd
 none ca

n
keep

 a
live his ow

n sou
l. 

Je
su

s’ th
o

u
g

h
ts a

re
 ra

ise
d

 to
 a

n
o

th
e

r le
ve

l o
f th

e
 jo

y
o

f h
o

p
e

. H
a

ve
 yo

u
 e

ve
r n

o
tice

d
 th

e
 in

te
re

stin
g

 co
n

tra
st

b
e

tw
e

e
n

 ve
rse

s 2
2

 a
n

d
 2

5
?

 
V

e
rse

 2
2

 sa
ys, 

“I w
ill d

e
cla

r e
th

y n
a

m
e

 in
 th

e
 m

id
st o

f th
e

 
co

n
g

re
g

a
tio

n”
—

th
e

 C
h

u
r ch

in
 th

e
 fle

shd
u

rin
g

 th
e

ir d
e

ve
lo

p
m

e
n

t a
s n

e
w

 cre
a

tu
re

s.
V

e
rse

 2
5

: “M
y
 p

ra
is

e
 s

h
a

ll b
e

 o
f th

e
e

 in
 th

e
 

g
re

a
t

co n
g

re
g

a
tio

n.”
T

h
e

 “g
r

e
a

t 
c

o
n

g
r e

g
a

tio
n

” 
is

 
th

e
g

lo
rifi e

d
 C

h
u

rch
, u

n
ite

d
 w

ith
 C

h
rist, b

le
ssin

g
 th

e
 w

o
rld

o
f m

a
n

kin
d

.

V
e

rse
 2

5
 sp

e
a

ks o
f Je

su
s in

 th
e

 fu
tu

re
 te

n
se

: 
“I

w
ill p

a
y
 m

y
 v

o
w

s
 b

e
fo

re th
e

m
[th

o
se

 o
f m

a
n

kin
d

] th
a

t
fe

a
r 

h
im

[G
o

d
].” 

R
e

m
e

m
b

e
r 

in
 

th
e

 Ta
b

e
rn

a
c

le
a

cco
u

n
t o

f L
e

viticu
s 9

, th
e

 sin
 o

f
fe

rin
g

, th
e

 b
u

rn
t

o
ffe

rin
g

, a
n

d
 th

e
 p

e
a

ce
 o

f
fe

rin
g

 sh
o

w
 th

re
e

 d
iffe

re
n

t
a

spe
c

ts
 o

f th
e

 s
a

m
e

 s
a

c
rific

e
. 

T
h

e
 p

e
a

c
e

 o
ffe

rin
g

re
p

re
s

e n
ts 

th
e

 
vo

w
s 

o
f 

a
 

co
ve

n
a

n
t 

th
a

t 
th

e
 

H
ig

h

15

th
a

t I ca
n

 re
ve

a
l m

y F
a

th
e

r
’s n

a
m

e
 o

r ch
a

ra
cte

r to
 m

y
b

re
th

re
n

, th
e

 C
h

u
rch

. I w
a

n
t m

y b
re

th
re

n
 to

 b
e

co
m

e
in

tim
a

te
ly a

cq
u

a
in

te
d

 w
ith

 m
y F

a
th

e
r a

s I a
m

.

“A
f fliction of the A

f flicted”

W
hy should the C

hurch, the seed of 
A

braham
 in verse 23,

spiritual Israel, fear , pray , and glorify the F
ather? 

V
erse 24,

because the F
ather does not despise nor abhor the 

“affliction
of th

e
 a

fflicte
d

.”A
ctu

a
lly, G

o
d

 ch
e

rish
e

s th
e

 rig
h

te
o

u
s

a
f flictio

n
s o

f T
h

e
 C

h
rist. T

h
in

k o
f th

is p
h

ra
se

: Wh
e

n
 in

a
f flictio

n, Jesus w
as thinking, I have learned a w

onderful
lesson from

 m
y cross experience that I w

ant to share w
ith m

y
brethren w

hen I am
 resurrected and becom

e their H
igh P

riest.
Y

ou have been invited to share in m
y af
flictions to fill up that

w
hich is behind of the af

flictions of C
hrist.

O
n

 th
e

 cro
ss I w

a
s fo

rsa
ke

n
 b

y a
ll m

y frie
n

d
s a

n
d

sco
ffe

d
 a

t b
y th

e
 cro

w
d

, b
u

t G
o

d
 d

id
 n

o
t d

e
sp

ise
 m

e
. H

e
d

id
 n

o
t d

e
sp

ise
 m

y a
f

flictio
n

s—
“th

e
 a

fflictio
n

 o
f th

e
a

fflicte
d

.”
N

o
w

 yo
u

r sh
a

rin
g

 m
y a

fflictio
n

s w
ill m

e
a

n
a

t 
tim

e
s 

th
a

t 
o

th
e

rs 
w

ill 
sco

f
f 

a
t 

yo
u

. F
rie

n
d

s, 
ye

s
frie

n
d

s, e
ve

n
 b

r eth
r e

n
 a

n
d

 fa
m

ily w
ill fo

rsa
ke

 yo
u

.Bu
t

ta
ke

 h
e

a
rt, yo

u
 a

re
 n

o
t d

e
sp

ise
d

 o
f G

o
d

. 
Y

e
a

, b
le

sse
d

 in
th

e
 sig

h
t o

f th
e

 L
o

rd
, is th

e
 sa

crificia
l d

e
a

th
 o

f h
is

sa
in

ts.

M
any of you are going through tragedies…

som
e have

secret tragedies that nobody know
s about. B

ut G
od’

s face
w

ill not be really hid from
 you like it w

as from
 m

e for
aw

hile. B
u

t e
ve

n
 h

e
re H

e
 heard

m
e

. W
hen you cry unto H

im
in your af flictions, H

e w
ill also he a

r yo
u

. T
h

is m
e

ssa
g

e
 is

a
 p

a
r t o

f Je
su

s’ H
ig

h
 P

rie
st m

in
istry to us as he

reveals to us his w
ord in the N

ew
 Testam

ent w
ritings and

his providences in ourlives. Jesus assures G
od w

ill not
forsake us.
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1  A
 seed

 sh
a

ll serve
h

im
; it sh

a
ll be a

ccou
n

ted
 to th

e L
ord

 for
a

 
g

en
era

tion
. [31]

T
hey

 
sha

ll 
com

e, 
a

nd
sha

ll d
ecla

re his righteou
sness u

nto a
 p

eop
le

tha
t sha

ll be born, tha
t he ha

th d
one this. 

N
ow

 Jesus w
as carried to a third level of joy

. Jesus’
thoughts again turned to his brethren, the glorified C

hurch,
a

s sh
o

w
n

 in
 ve

rse
s 3

0
 a

n
d

 3
1

. N
o

w
 h

e
 sa

w
 h

is b
re

th
re

n
sh

a
ring his hour of trium

ph in the K
ingdom

. 
Y

es, he w
ill

dr in
k th

e
 cu

p
 a

n
e

w
 w

ith
 u

s in
 th

e
 K

in
g

d
o

m
. 

W
h

a
t a

 cu
p

o
f jo

y it w
ill b

e
 to

 sh
a

re
 in

 C
h

rist’s K
in

g
d

o
m

 p
ro

je
ct o

f
b

le
ssin g all the w

orld of m
ankind. This joy is spoken of as

C
hrist 

dividing 
the 

spoil 
w

ith 
the 

glorified 
church, 

the
“strong.” Isaiah 53:12:  

“. 
. 

. 
h

e
 

sh
a

ll 
d

ivid
e

 
th

e
 

sp
o

il 
w

ith
 

th
e

 
str
o

n
g

;
b

e
ca

u
se

 h
e

 h
a

th
 p

o
u

r
e

d
 o

u
t h

is so
u

l u
n

to
 d

e
a

th
: a

n
d

h
e

 w
a

s n
u

m
b

e
r ed

 w
ith

 th
e

 tra
n

sg
resso

rs; a
n

d
 h

e
b

o
re

 th
e

 sin
 o

f m
a

n
y, a

n
d

 m
a

d
e

 in
te

rce
ssio

n
 fo

r th
e

tra
n

sg
re

sso
rs.”

V
erse 30 speaks of the “seed” that shall serve him

. S
om

e
translations give the w

ord prosperity
, race or m

en shall serve
him

. “S
eed” is correct because it is the sam

e H
ebrew

 w
ord

translated seed in the 
A

braham
ic prom

ise. Then the seed of
A

braham
, the C

hurch, w
ill serve the Lord in the K

ingdom
by declaring the Lord and his truth to the generation of
m

ankind in the K
ingdom

 and this is the thought of m
any

translations.

“It is finished.”

N
ow

 w
e com

e to the last phrase in P
salm

 22: 
“H

e
 h

a
th

d
o

n
e

.”T
he w

ord “th
is”

is in italics, m
eaning it is supplied.

17

P
rie

st m
a

ke
s th

a
t a

re
 b

a
se

d
 u

p
o

n
 th

e
 sin

 o
f

fe
rin

g
.

T
h

e
s
e

 a
re v

o
w

s
 th

a
t a

re fu
lfille

d
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 p

e
rio

d
 o

f
s
a

c
rific

e
 a

n
d

 a
ls

o
 in

 th
e

 K
in

g
d

o
m

.

In
 th

e
 K

in
g

d
o

m
 Je

su
s w

ill p
a

y h
is vo

w
s b

e
fo

re
 th

e
w

o
rld

. H
is vo

w
s, th

a
t is, h

is a
g

re
e

m
e

n
t w

ith
 G

o
d

 u
n

d
e

r
th

e
 N

e
w

 C
o

ve
n

a
n

t a
rra

n
g

e
m

e
n

t h
e

 w
ill b

rin
g

 th
e

 w
o

rld
in

to
 h

a
rm

o
n

y w
ith

 G
o

d
. Th

is is th
e

 th
o

u
g

h
t o

f Isa
ia

h
4

9
:8

 w
h

ich
 P

a
u

l a
lso

 e
xte

n
d

s to
 th

e
 C

h
u

rch
. 

“I w
ill g

ive
th

e
e

 fo
r a

 co
ve

n
a

n
t o

f th
e

 p
e

o
p

le
.”

T
h

is is w
h

a
t is m

e
a

n
t

w
h

e
n

 B
r . R

u
sse

ll sa
id

 th
a

t th
e

 N
e

w
 C

o
ve

n
a

n
t is first

m
a

d
e

 w
ith

 th
e

 M
e

d
ia

to
r , n

o
t d

ire
ctly w

ith
 th

e
 w

o
rld

, so
th

a
t th

e
 M

e
d

ia
to

r u
n

til th
e

 e
n

d
 o

f th
e

 M
ille

n
n

iu
m

 w
ill

d
isp

e
n

se
 

th
e

 
b

le
ssin

g
s 

o
f 

th
e

 
N

e
w

 
C

o
ve

n
a

n
t 

to
 

th
e

w
o

rld
. (R

4
6

4
0

.)

V
e

rse
 2

7
 sta

te
s th

a
t 

“a
ll th

e
 e

n
d

s o
f th

e
 e

a
r th sh

a
ll

re
m

e
m

b
e

r[b
e

a
r th

is in
 m

in
d

].” T
h

is ve
rb

 is n
o

t u
se

d
 in

th
e

 se
n

se
 o

f re
ca

llin
g

 so
m

e
th

in
g

 p
re

vio
u

sly kn
o

w
n

, b
u

t
ra

th
e

r to
 re

ta
in

 in
 m

in
d

 a
n

d
 th

is kn
o

w
le

d
g

e
 o

f G
o

d
’

s p
la

n
w

ill 
in

sp
ire

 
th

e
 

w
o

rld
 

to
 

re
tu

rn
 

to
 

th
e

 
L

o
rd

 
in

 
th

e
K

in
g

d
o

m
.

A
s Je

su
s e

n
d

u
re

d
 th

e
 a

g
o

n
y o

f th
e

 cro
ss fo

r th
o

se
th

re
e

 h
o

u
rs o

f sile
n

ce
, w

h
a

t co
m

fo
rt h

e
 re

ce
ive

d
 fro

m
m

e
d

ita
tin

g
 u

p
o

n
 h

is fu
tu

re
 kin

g
d

o
m

 w
o

rk a
s d

e
scrib

e
d

i n
 ve

rse
s 2

5
-2

9
. Je

su
s w

a
s th

in
kin

g
, if th

is is w
h

a
t

h
a

n
g

ing
 o

n
 th

e
 cro

ss w
o

u
ld

 a
cco

m
p

lish
, it w

a
s w

e
ll

w
o

rth
 th

e
 su

ffe
rin

g
. 

In
 tim

e
 o

f tria
l w

e
 a

lso
 sh

o
u

ld
 m

e
d

ita
te

 u
p

o
n

 o
u

r
g

re
a

t h
o

p
e

 o
f b

le
ssin

g
 th

e
 w

o
rld

 in
 th

e
 kin

g
d

o
m

. 
W

e
m

u
st 

fo
llo

w
 

Je
su

s’ e
xa

m
p

le
 

in
 

d
e

p
th

s 
o

f 
tria

l 
o

r
d

e
sp

a
ir . W

e
 m

u
s
t h

a
v
e

 h
o

p
e

 a
n

d
 v

iv
id

ly
 th

in
k
 o

f th
e

a
c
tu

a
l w

o
rk

 w
e

 w
ill d

o
 in

 th
e

 K
in

g
d

o
m

 a
s
 a

 r
e

s
u

lt o
f

th
e

 le
s
s
o

n
s
 w

e
 a

r
e

 le
a

rn
in

g
 in

 o
u

r tria
ls

. Th
is m

a
ke

s
o

u
r h

o
p

e
 a

 livin
g

 h
o

p
e

.
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B
ut now

 the sufferings w
ere ended. The F

ather had
bruised him

. M
an and devil had done their w

orst. 
T

he cup
had been drained. The aw

ful storm
 had spent itself. 

T
he

darkness had ended. 
T

he prophecies of Jesus’
suf ferings

w
e

re
 

a
ll 

fu
lfille

d
. T

h
e

 
cro

ss 
h

a
d

 
b

e
e

n
 

e
n

d
u

re
d

. 
T

h
e

d
e

m
a

n
d

s o
f D

ivin
e

 ju
stice

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 m

e
t. 

W
ith

 
a

 
cry 

o
f 

triu
m

p
h

, 
a

 
cry 

th
a

t 
re

ve
rb

e
ra

te
d

th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e
 w

h
o

le
 u

n
ive

rse
, o

u
r S

a
vio

r e
xcla

im
e

d
, 

“It
is fin

ish
e

d
!”

T
h

e
 ra

n
so

m p
rice

 w
a

s p
rovid

e
d

. 

H
a

llelu
ja

h! W
ha

t a
 S

a
vior!

19

M
o

m
e

n
ts b

e
fo

re
 Je

su
s d

ie
d

 o
n

 th
e

 cro
ss, h

e
 sh

o
u

te
d

 in
triu

m
ph, “It is fin

ish
e

d
,”

and these are alm
ost the very

w
ords w

ith w
hich P

salm
 22 concludes—”H

e
 h

a
th

 d
o

n
e

.”
O

r a
s th

e
 H

e
b

re
w

 m
ig

h
t w

e
ll b

e
 re

n
d

e
re

d
, 

“H
e

 h
a

th
fin

ish e
d

.”
T

herefore, on the cross Jesus rightly took these
w

ords and said, “It is fin
ish

e
d

.” 

“It is fin
ish

e
d

”—
to Jesus these w

ere w
ords of victory

.
B

ut w
hat does they m

ean to us? 

C
ou

ld
 m

y
 tea

rs forever flow
, 

C
ou

ld
 m

y
 z

ea
l n

o la
n

g
u

or know
, 

T
hese for sin cou

ld
 not a

tone; 

T
hou

 ha
st sa

ved
 a

nd
 thou

 a
lone. 

I
n m

y
 ha

nd
 no p

rice I
 bring; 

S
im

p
ly

 to thy
 cross I

 cling. 

O
 w

h
a

t jo
y! W

h
a

t p
e

a
ce

 to
 kn

o
w

 th
a

t b
e

ca
u

se
 o

f
Je

su
s’ d

e
a

th
 th

e
 rig

h
te

o
u

sn
e

ss o
f th

e
 la

w
 is fu

lfille
d

 in
u

s if w
e

 w
a

lk a
fte

r th
e

 sp
irit. R

o
m

a
n

s 8
:4

A
t last the closing m

om
ents have com

e. 
T

here had been
the agony in G

ethsem
ane, follow

ed by the appearing of
ridicule and rebuke before C

aiaphas, before P
ilate, before

H
e

ro
d

 a
n

d
 b

a
ck a

g
a

in
 b

e
fo

re
 P

ila
te

. 
T

h
e

re
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 th
e

sco
u

rg
in

g
, 

th
e

 
m

o
ckin

g
 

b
y 

th
e

 
b

ru
ta

l 
so

ld
ie

rs, 
th

e
trea

ch
e

ro
u

s jo
u

rn
e

y to
 C

a
lva

ry ca
rryin

g
 th

e
 cro

ss. 
T

h
e

n
a

ilin
g

of his hands and feet to the cross. 
T

here had been
t h

e
 re

vilin
g

s o
f th

e
 p

rie
sts, th

e
 cro

w
d

, th
e

 tw
o

 th
ie

ve
s

cru
cified w

ith him
. T

here had been the aw
ful darkness that

hid his F
ather’s face, w

hich w
rought from

 Jesus the bitter
cr y, “M

y G
o

d
, m

y G
o

d
, w

h
y h

a
st T

h
o

u
 fo

rsa
ke

n
 m

e
?

”
T

h
e

re
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 th
e

 p
a

rch
e

d
 lip

s th
a

t d
re

w
 fro

m
 h

im
 th

e
e

xcla
m

a
ti on, “I th

irst.”
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H
ebrew

 
texts 

by 
a 

thousand 
years, 

the 
term

 
clearly 

is
“pierced,” not “lion” (V anderK

am
 / F

lint, 124).

Tertullian (A
.D

. 160-220), one of the so called post-
apostolic “church fathers,” w

ho had access to evidence older
than w

e possess today
, quoted from

 P
salm

 22 in one of his
five books, A

g
a

in
st M

a
rcio

n. In B
ook III, w

hich is designed
to 

argue 
the 

M
essianic 

identity 
of 

Jesus 
based 

on 
O

ld
T estam

ent 
prophecy, Tertullian 

says 
that 

the 
Lord 

w
as

“prophetically declaring his glory” w
hen he said, “T

hey
pierced m

y hands and m
y feet” (S

ect. X
IX

).

T
h

e
 

D
e

a
d

 
S

e
a

 
S

cr olls 
a

n
d

 T
e

rtu
llia

n
’s 

q
u

o
te

co
n

clu
sively

prove the phase “they pierced m
y hands

and feet” is valid in verse 16. 

21

E
nd

notes

“T
hey pier ced m

y hands and m
y feet.”

Jew
ish com

m
entators insist that w

ord “pierced” (P
salm

22:16) in C
hristian B

ibles is a w
rong translation of the

H
ebrew

 w
ord “yr

a
b

” w
hich m

eans “like a lion.” O
f course

they w
ant to negate the fact the Jesus died on a cross.

C
hristian O

ld Testam
ent scholars concede that m

ost of
th e

 H
e

b
re

w
 te

xts a
va

ila
b

le
 to

d
a

y re
a

d
 “lio

n
,” ra

th
e

r th
a

n
“p

ie
rce

d
.” In

 so
m

e
 o

f th
e

se
 m

a
n

u
scrip

ts “p
ie

rce
d

” is a
m

a
rg

inal note. O
n the other hand, there are H

ebrew
 texts

that read “pierced,” w
ith “lion” in the m

ar
gin. T

he sam
e

variance is reflected in E
nglish translations, except that the

vast m
ajority of the E

nglish versions retain “pierced” in the
text, w

ith “lion” relegated to the footnote in som
e instances.

(S
ee AS

V, R
S

V, N
IV

, E
S

V.)

T
he tw

o w
ords are strikingly sim

ilar in appearance in
the original H

ebrew
 text. The only difference betw

een the
w

ord translated “like a lion,” and the one rendered “they
pierced” is in the length of the upright vow

el stroke on the
latter w

ord. The tw
o m

ight easily be confused. 

(wr
a
b

“pierced” and yr
a
b

, “like a lion”.) 

P
rofessor 

B
aigent 

of 
the West 

London 
Institute 

of
H

igher 
E

ducation 
suggests 

that 
the 

standard 
M

assorite
H

ebrew
 text, reflecting “like a lion,” “seem

s to be corrupt.”
N

um
erous other scholars concur

. In addition, w
e m

ust note
that in the D

ead S
ea S

crolls, w
hich pre-date the com

m
on
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