What held Jesus on the cross? It was not the nails,
but Jesus’ love that kept him there.

What keeps our sacrifice on the altar? Our love?
No—this is not enough. It is only a full appreciation
of Jesus’ love that keeps our sacrifice on the altar.

“For the love of Christ canstraineth us; because we
live should not fenceforth live unto themselues, but
unte him which died foxr them, and wose again.”

1 Cor. 5:14,15




Jesus’ Thoughts

an the Cuoss

Oh! Sometimes it causes me The actual time frame of Jesusbss experience is as
to trembile . . . trembile . . . trembile. follows: Jesus was on the cross longer than three hours, as
Were you theve when they cuccified my Lovd? the Catholics claimActually, it was six hours as revealed in
Mark 15:25,33,34.
Were you theve when they nailed Fim ta the tree? Mark 15:25And it was the tha hour[9 a.m.],
Weve you theve wihen they nailed Jim te the tree? and they cucified him.
Ch! Semetimes it causes me Mark 1533 And when the sixth ho{it2 noon]was
Lo tvemble . . . tvemble . . . tvemble. come, thez was darkness over the whole land until
Were you theve whien they nailed Him to the tree? the ninth hour
Mark 1534 And at the ninth houf3 p.m.] Jesus
Weve you theve when they baid Fim in the tomt? cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama

. .. sabachthani? which is, being integted, My God,
&wﬂm NRRN‘N &m“m mm«n& an‘nu mnﬁu&w
Were you in the : my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

CHh! Sometimes it causes me X . sabout’ the ninth hoti y
ot e . ¢ e . ¢ e Matthew 27:46 states “about” the ninth holtine Gree

word for “about” here istéongs 4012peri. It can mean “all
d Fim i 2 ) .
Were you theve whien they laid Him in the tomb: over” “around,” or “general period.” It is not the same

Greek word translated “about” iacts 13:18,20, which is

much more specific. “About” the ninth hour could refer to a
period of time before 3:00 p.m., such as 2:30 to 3:00.

Have you ever wondered what Jestilsdoughts were
during that tragic time of physical and mental anguish?
Well, we can know to a lage extent the content of Jesus’
Br. Ken Rawson thinking during the last three hours of his cross ordeal.

May this be a blessing to you in your Memorial
meditations.



From the Gospel accounts, it is evident that at least some
of Jesus’thinking during his first three hours involved
loving concern for some of those around him.
Notwithstanding his personal $effing, Jesus rewarded the
faith of one of the thieves with a promise of hope. Luke
23:42, 43:

“And he said unto Jesus, Ladyrremember me when
thou comest into thy kingdorAnd Jesus said unto
him, Truly | tell you todayyou will be with me in
paradise.” (NRVS)

Jesus, knowing that he would die, asked his favorite
disciple, John, to take his mother into his home. John
19:25-27:

“Now there stood by the oss of Jesus his mother

.. When Jesus thefore saw his mothemand the

disciple standing bywhom he loved, he saith unto

his motherWwoman, behold thy son! Then saith he to

the disciple, Behold thy mothekhd from that hour

that disciple took her unto his own home.”

The fact that the first words that Jesus spoke when he
broke his silence were a quote from the first verse of Psalm
22,“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken meid
then he quoted the very last phrase of Psalmil2, fin -
ished,” —all this indicates something.

It provides a clue of Jesusioughts during those three
hours of silence. It indicates that Jesugid meditated on
the whole of Psalm 22. In Psalm 22, | believe we have a
stirring account writte long before it occurred of what
actually passed through the mind of Jesus while he was on
the cross duringhte last three hoursThe Gospel
accounts deakith the external events of the crucifixion. In
Psalm 22 we have a record of the very emotions that stirred
Jewsis’ heart. The anguish of pain, the despair of being
forsaken, and finally the future joys of hope amidst the
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tragedies of the present were the concentrated thinking of
Jesus at this time.

Fsabm 22:1 My God, my God, why fast

thou fovsatten me? why ad theu se far from
telping me, and from the words of my

raarning?

Matthew 27:46 reveals Jesus uttered this cry sometime
before 3:00 p.nt'/And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with
a loud voice, . . . My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?”

Before these words were uttered, the nation that hailed
him as king just days before had now forsaken him. His
disciples who once forsook all and followed him had, at his
arrest, now forsaken him and fled as he dedivered into
the hands of sinful men(Luke 24:7)

The soldiers had cruelly mocked him. Crushed a
crown of thorns upon his head; brutally saped and
buffeted him; spat upon him; plucked fohis hair;
stripped him of his garments; put him to open shame
and nailed him to the cros¥et he sukred all this in
silence. He endured the cross, despising the shhamegar
crowd taunted him and the thieves which were crucified
with him flung the same taunts into his face; yet he opened
not his mouth. In response to all that hdexefd at the hands
of men, not a cry escaped his lips. But when his Father
turned from him, he criedMy God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?Why have you left me to sieir alone?

Jesus probably knew ahead of time that this would
happe, but he neverneverrealized how devastating—
seemingly impossible, complete cessation of communion
with his Father would be. Jesus never could have even
imagined how impossible this disfellowship from God
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would be until—until it actually happened. His was a cry
that reverberatedthroughout the entire universe as the
angelic hosts watched this terrible drama on e&kin.do
well to ponder the meaning of this cry

“T he wages of sin is deathOn the cross Jesus was
receiving the wage duddam and his descendants. He
had no sin of his own, for he was perfect, but he was
bearirg our sins on the cross. Hebrews 2:9: Jémasted
death for evey man.” “Dying thou shalt die.” Death is
a process and during the death process, sin requires
alienation between God and man. God turned his face
away from man.Thus, in Jesustaking the sinners
place, it was necessary that the Father would wéhd
His fellowship from His beloved son.

At aboutthe ninth hoursometime befer3:00 p.m., the
pain of this disfellowship became so unbearablat flesus
cried out, “My God, my God, why hast thou fokea
me?” Do you know what this mean$=r the first time
in billions of years, the only begotten son was conscious
of his beloved Fathes fellowship being torn awayUp
until this point, Jesus could sd{f know that thou heast
me always.” Is it any wonder he cried in anguish, “My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”

Psabm 22:2 O my Ged, J cry in the

daytime, lut thou fieavest nat; and in the
night seasaon, and am not silent.

Day and night here is symbolic of continuoudfyom
the time point of verse 1, Jesus is continually crying to
God but is not heardThe Hebrew here for “am not
silent” is literdly, “there is no silence for meThe thought
is that Jesus prayed or cried incessantly in his heart or mind.
He never ceasedll this denotes intense armbntinuous
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supplication that came from the anguish of his heart. But
he was unheard and unanswer€tus, verse 2 singly
indicates that the period God turned His face awaymir
Jesus was merthan a moment.

Mark 15:33 showed that from 12 noon there was
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hdsuddenly
every voice was hushed. feeling of horror gripped their
hearts, as every light in creation seemed to be feduf
out and intense darkness covered the edrhis thee
hour darkness was symbolic of God putting arberof
fellowship between His face and Jesus.

Psalm 22 was Jesugntinual crynot audibly but in his
heart.“Why hast thou forsaken me7his is a question that
none could answerbut—but Jesus answered his own
gueston and his answer is found in verse 3.

FPsalm 22:3 Put Thou art holy, O Jhou
that infialiitest the praises of Jsnael.

The answer wasBut Thou art holy”—a majestic
reasm. Jesus complained of anguish in the experience, yes,
but not of the injustice of it. Instead, he acknowledged
God's righteousnes&Thou art holy” in exacting all of this
suffering. Justice requires,wisdom requires,love requires
that | taste the dregs of taking the sinners place—even being
forsaken by my God. IndeetiThou art holy” and Your
holiness, ®ur attributesrequire thatvou forsake me

Have you ever experienced this situatiorher
intellectually you understand what is happeningiu see
the whole pictug, but it doesih’stop the anguish in your
heat? We can be enduring a real tragedy—a “why me”
tragedy Intellectually we understand that a member of the
world’s sympathetic High Priest will have to endure this
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type of experience, buthy me Lod? only when we can say
Yes me, Lat, will the hearts anguish be minimized.

His attitude of submisen was not just grin and bear it.
No matter how severe the requirements of the Fatieer
could only think of his Father as worthy alf the praises
of Israel, natural and spiritualWhat a loving, obedient,
submssive son. No matter how much fuing the Father
required, Jesus could only think of his Father as worthy of
the praises of all His people. In fact, he speaks of God as
beingenthioned in the praises of Israel

The lesson for usWhat do you think of when you
suffer? Oh, it is the Fath&s will, therefore, | will grin and
bear it. No.The reason we are $efing isGod is holy His
holy attributes require you to $ef. His love for you as a
new creature requires that you be made perfect through
the experience you are $effing so that His deep love,
compassia, and understanding for mankind might be
expressed through you in the Kingdom.

His wisdom knows what trials you need and can
bare.And Hisjustice requires that you be tried until you
crystallize perfection of heart intention to qualify for the
divine nature.And if we are willingly submissive, His
power will sustain us.Therefore, in our greatest trial,
what should we think of?We should think of our Father
as worthy of the praises of all his peoplehat is our
challenge. If we accept the challenge and our sympathetic
high priest who set this example will help us attain it.

FPsalm 22:4-5 Cur fathiens tuwsted in thee:
they twsted, and thou didst deliver them. [5)
Thiey ciied unta thee, and weve deliveved: they
twusted in thee, and weve not confounded.
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Jesus is saying the fathers, that isAheientWorthies,
called onYou andYou were there to heltNow why don’
You help me?

Psabm 22:6 But J am a woern, and ne
man,; a veproach of men, and despised of the
peaple.

Have you ever felt like a worm when you were doing
what you believed to be right but everyone was opposed to
your stand?Also, all of us, at times, are ashamed of our
actionsWe feel as lowly as a worfl.am a worm.” There
are several Hebrew words for worm, but Jesus chose a
specifc type of worm, the “tola.¥We will come back to the
meaning of that word.

Jesus was thinking, here | am; everybody is taunting me.
| am blasphemer scoundrel, a worrithey are making me
feel like a worm. How low can | feel? How low can | get?
Even my Heavenly Fathewith whom | dwelt and worked
for eons and eons in the past, now even my beloved Father
has forsaken mees,| feel emotionally like a lowly worm.
But intellectually | knowl know | am a ver special worm,
the “tola” worm.

The Hebrew word for worm here is “tola.” 6" is a
special worm from which the people of the Middle East
derived a valuable crimson dyEhe dye vas formed from
its blood, released when the worm wasushed.The
scarlet dye for the linen of thEabernacle came from the
blood of the “bla.” And the word scarlet is mentioned
many times in connection with thEabernacle, always
referring to the scartedye that came from the crushed
“tola” worm.

This is powerful! When Jesus thought of himself as the
“tola,” he thought of himself as the worm who was being
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crushed that scarlet bloodhe ransom price, might be with theiv mouths, as a ravening and a
provided. rearing licn.

Foalin 22:7-8 (U they that see me laugh The strong bulls of Bashan were remarkable for their
me ta scown: they stoot cut the lip, they shatte size, strength and fiercene§hey represented the priests
the tead, saying, (8] He tuusted an the LORD and religious rulers who were fierce, savage and violent in
that he waould deliver him.- let him deliver their opposition to Jesudhis was fulfilled in Matthew
tim, seeing e delighted in fim. 27:41-43:

“L ikewise also the chief priests mocking himhwit
This refers to the crowds around the cross, common the scribes and elders, said, He savedewth
peopk who taunted Jesus. It was fulfilled in Matthew himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let
27:30,40: him now come downdm the coss, and we will

believe him. He trsted in God; let him deliver him

“And th it him, and took theed, and ) ; . )
n ey spit Upon him, :and 0o eec. an now if he will have him: for he said, | am the Son of

smote him on the head.” “And saying, Thou that

destoyest the temple, and buildest it inglrdays, God.
save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down In verse 13‘a ravening and a oaring lion” refers to
from the coss.” Satan.The religious rulers and priests were the tools of the

devil in opposing Jesus.

Psalm 22:9-1] But theu ait te that teok

me out of the wemb: thou didst mafe me fiope Psabm 22:14 J am pouved out lifte water,

when J was upon my mother’s beasts. [10] J and all my lones are aut of joint: my fheart

was cast upon thee from the womb: theu art is likte wax; it is melted in the midst of my

my Gaod from my mathey’s belly. [11] Be not bowels.

far tafo Sm“ - for “ - for “© On the cross the position of the body was greatly
i distorted. The bones were out of joint, which caused

You were with me all of my life since | was a babghy womﬁwﬂﬁqog pain and JesuBkeart melted. He died of a broken

aren’t You with me now?

FPsalbm 22:15 My steength is diied up liffe

Psablm 22:12-13 Many bulls have a potsherd; and my tengue cleavethi to my
campassed me: stvong bulls of Pashan fave jaws; and thew hast brought me inte the dust
beset me wound. [13] They gaped upon me of death.
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“My tongue cleaveth to my jaws*so intense was
Jesusthirst that his tongue seemed to cleave to the roof of
his mouth.

Psabm 22:16 For degs have campassed

“Dogs have compassed mas a gang of evil doers. In
oriental cities, dogs would run through the streets and often
attack peopleThe assembly of the wicked in verse 12 was
a reference of the crowds jeering at Jesus in distinction to
the bulls, the fierce religious leaders.

They pierced his hands and fedhe Hebrew word
“pierced” means bore throughhere is no mention of nails
in the NewTestament. (See Endnotes.)

Psabm 2277 T may tell all my bones:
they look and stave upaon me.

This again refers to the distortion of Jedumies due to
his awkward position on the cross. He was probably naked
and that is why they stared at him.

Psabm 22:18 IThey padt my gavnents

amang them, and cast lots upan my
vesture.

This was fulfilled in Matthew 27:35:

“And they crcified him, and pated his

garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by thegphet, They paed my

garments among them, and upon my vestiiot they

cast lots.”
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Psalm 22:19-21 But be nat thou far from
me, O LORD: O my steength, haste thee to
fielp me. [20] Deliver my soul from the
swavd; my davling from the power of the
dog. [21] Save me from the lion’s mouth: for
thou fhast heavd me fram the hovns of the

unicairns.

The animal mentioned is not really a unicorn, for
unicorns do not existThis is a reference to a type of
wild ox with long pointed horns that were so symmeiiric
that from the side profile they looked like one horn.
Other nations sometimes bound criminals to the horns
of this wild ox for execution.

As Jesus thought about this picture, he realized he
was being crucified as a criminal, a criminal between
two thieves. SeeminglyJesus was not just hanging on
a stationary cross, but rather like a criminal on the
horns of a wild ox, he was being symbolically dashed
to pieces against the ground—the groundswell of the
hate mongers, masses, soldiers, thieves, priests and
religious leaders who wemmercilesslytearing him to
pieces verbally

As horrific as the symbolism of a criminal being dashed
to pieces on the horns of a wild ox, as treacherous as that
was, there is a thrilling point on verse 21. He Weesard”

(KJV) “fr om the horns of the unicornOther translations
say hewas“answered” or “r escued” “from the horns of
the unicorn” or wild ox. Verse 21 becomes the turning
point in Psalm 22. Jesuscontinual prayer for help
from the Fatheris finally heard.
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At some point during the 3% hours of darkness, Jesus had
the assurance that the Father heard ‘iirom the horns of
the unicorn,” emblematic of his trying experience on the
cross as a criminalThis means that though the darkness
continued to his death, yet it was not an utter forsaking.
Jesus’ prayer was heat. He knew his sacrifice was
accepable. He would be raised from the dead.

There are two views on the period of the Father
disfellowship. First, the disfellowship continued for the
balance of the last three hours. Second, the Fatfedlow
ship returned before the end of the last three hours. If the
Fathers fellowship returned, then verses 19 and 21 denote the
point of Jesusthinking that the Fath& fellowship had
returned."He was head from the horns of the unicorn.”

| believe, as the darkness lasted for three hours, so the
Fathefs disfellowship continued to the end of the three
hours. How then, did He give strength and help to our
Savior? | personally believe at some point as Jesus was
meditating on verse 21, he wéeard from the horns of the
unicorn,” a surge of joy filled his heartWhy, the very
reasm the Father centuries before caused Psalm 22 to be
written was for thisery purposeAlthough the Fathés face
was turned awagyPsalm 22 was the source of the Savgr
strength, the inspiration of his hert, the basis of his
faith that he had been faithful.

So that as Jesus was about to @ith head raised
high, he could confidenyl say “Father, into thy hands |
commend my spirit.I commit my hope of living again, and
| commit the ransom price into your handkis is a further
thought Br Russell gives in the 1916 Foreword\aiume
6. Jesus now ealized from verse 19 and 21 that this
Psalm was a prordained answerto his prayer for
the Father's help, even though the Fathercould
not fellowship with him.
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Therefore, sarting with verse 22 his thougkt were
transformed to notes of triumph, praise, joyssurance
and hope.

Psalbm 22:22-24 J will declare thy
name unte my byetfiven: in the midst of the
cengregation will J praise thee. [23] UYe
that fear the LORD, praise him,; all ye the
seed of Jacal, glovify him,; and fear fim,
all ye the seed of Tsvael. [24)Fax fie hath
nat despised nay alifiawed the affliction af
the afflicted; neithier hath te fid his face

from tim; but when fe cuied unto fim, fie

teard.

From the depths, Jesubkoughts were now raised to a
level of hope and joythe reconciliation of the Church
and their common-union with Jesus, while they still
tabernacld in the fleshWhy in verse 21 did you want to
be delivered from the lioe’mouth and heard by the Father
during your crucifixion? In answedesus says, | wanted the
strength to be faithful unto death so that, verse'R@jll
declae thy namefthat is, the Fathés name]unto my
brethren: in the midst of the corggation[the Churchjwill
| praise thedJehovah].”

Verse 23 reveals that the congregation is composed of
both those who are of thiseed of Jacob~—Jews who came
into Christ, and théseed of Israel—Gentiles who became
spiritual IsraelThese two classes compose the congregation
or Church.

In the depths of his sorrow and agonyesus
thought of his brethrenhe word“name” is symbolic
of characterJesus was saying, | want to be faithful so
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that | can reveal my Fatharname or character to my
brethren, the Church. | want my brethren to become
intimately acquainted with my Father as | am.

“Af fliction of the Afflicted”

Why should the Church, the seeddbfaham in verse 23,
spiritual Israel, fearpray and glorify the FatherVerse 24,
because the Father does not despise nor abhtaftieion
of the afflicted.” Actually, God cherishes the righteous
afflictions of The Christ Think of this phraseWhen in
affliction, Jesus was thinking, | have learned a wonderful
lesson from my cross experience that | want to share with my

brethren when | am resurrected and become their High Priest.

You have been invited to share in mffietfons to fill up that
which is behind of the fictions of Christ.

On the cross | was forsaken by all my friends and
scoffed at by the crowd, but God did not despise me. He
did not despise my #ictions—“the affliction of the
afflicted.” Now your sharing my dlictions will mean
at times that others will scbfat you. Friends, yes
friends, even l@thren and family will forsake yowBut
take heart, you are not despised of G6ela, blessed in
the sight of the Lord, is the sacrificial death of his
saints.

Many of you are going through tragedies...some have

secret tragedies that nobody knows about. But &tate

will not be really hid from you like it was from me for
awhile.But even hexr Heheardme.When you cry unto Him

in your aflictions, He will also har you.This message is

a part of Jesus’ High Priest ministry to us as he
reveals to us his word in the NewWestament writings and

his providences in ourlives. Jesus ass@s God will not
forsake us.
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Psalbm 22:25-29 My praise shall be of
thee in the great congregation: J will pay my
vaws liefore them that feax fiim. [26] Jhe meett
stall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise
the LORD that seek hiim: your heart shall
live fovever. [27] (WU the ends of the warld
shall vememdbiey and turn unta the LORD: and
lefore thee. (28] Fov the fFingdem is the
LORD’s: and e is the governor among the
nations. (28] (WU they that be fat upon eavth
to the dust shall biow liefore bim: and none can
feep alive fis awn saul.

Jesusthoughts are raised to another level of the joy
of hope. Have you ever noticed the interesting contrast
between verses 22 and 28€rse 22 says) will declare
thy name in the midst of tlo®engregatiori —the Chuch
in the fleshduring their development as new creatures.
Verse 25:“My praise shall be of thee in thgreat
congregation” The “great congegation” is the
glorified Chuch, united with Christ, blessing the world
of mankind.

Verse 25 speaks of Jesus in the future tefike:
will pay my vows bef@rthem[those of mankindihat
fear him [God].” Remember in theTabernacle
account of Leviticus 9, the sin fefring, the burnt
offering, and the peace fefring show three dferent
aspects of the same sacrific&he peace déring
represats the vows of a covenant that the High
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Priest makes that are based upon the siferofg.
These ae vows that ag fulfilled during the period of
sacrifice and also in the Kingdom.

In the Kingdom Jesus will pay his vows before the
world. His vows, that is, his agreement with God under
the New Covenant arrangement he will bring the world
into harmony with GodThis is the thought of Isaiah
49:8 which Paul also extends to the Chufriéhwill give
thee for a covenant of the peopld.his is what is meant
when Br Russell said that the New Covenant is first
made with the Mediatomot directly with the world, so
that the Mediator until the end of the Millennium will
dispense the blessings of the New Covenant to the
world. (R4640.)

Verse 27 states th&all the ends of the edh shall
remembeiffbear this in mind]."This verb is not used in
the sense of recalling something previously known, but
rather to retain in mind and this knowledge of Goplan
will inspire the world to return to the Lord in the
Kingdom.

As Jesus endured the agony of the cross for those
three hours of silence, what comfort he received from
meditating upon his future kingdom work as described
in verses 25-29. Jesus was thinking, if this is what
hanging on the cross would accomplish, it was well
worth the suflering.

In time of trial we also should meditate upon our
great hope of blessing the world in the kingdoie
must follow Jesus’example in depths of trial or
despair We must have hope and vividly think of the
actual work we will do in the Kingdom as asult of
the lessons we arlearning in our trials. fiis makes
our hope a living hope.
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Psabm 22:30-37 A seed shall sevve
fim; it shall be accounted tao the Lovd far
a genevation. [31] They sthall come, and
stall declare fiis vighteausness unte a peaple
that stall lie born, that fie fath done this.

Now Jesus was carried to a third level of.jdgsus’
thoughts again turned to his brethren, the glorified Church,
as shown in verses 30 and 31. Now he saw his brethren
sharng his hour of triumph in the Kingdonves, he will
drink the cup anew with us in the KingdoWvhat a cup
of joy it will be to share in Christ’ Kingdom project of
blessimg all the world of mankindThis joy is spoken of as
Christ dividing the spoil with the glorified church, the
“strong.” Isaiah 53:12:

“. . . he shall divide the spoil with the strg;
because he hath pad out his soul unto death: and
he was numbed with the transgssors; and he
bore the sin of manyand made int@ession for the
transgessors.”

Verse 30 speaks of the “seed” that shall serve him. Some
translations give the word prosperitsice or men shall serve
him. “Seed” is correct because it is the same Hebrew word
translated seed in thbrahamic promiselThen the seed of
Abraham, the Church, will serve the Lord in the Kingdom
by declaring the Lord and his truth to the generation of
mankind in the Kingdom and this is the thought of many
translations.

“It is finished.”

Now we come to the last phrase in Psalm“Bf& hath
done.” The word“this” is in italics, meaning it is supplied.



18 19

Moments before Jesus died on the cross, he shouted in But now the suerings were endedlhe Father had
triumph, “It is finished,” and these are almost the very bruised him. Man and devil had done their wof$te cup
words with which Psalm 22 concludesHe hath done.” had been drainedlhe awful storm had spent itselfhe
Or as the Hebrew might well be renderé#ie hath darkness had endedhe prophecies of Jesusufferings
finished.” Therefore, on the cross Jesus rightly took these were all fulfilled. The cross had been endurethe
words and saidt is finished.” demands of Divine justice had been met.

“It is finished”—to Jesus these were words of victory With a cry of triumph, a cy that reverberated
But what does they mean to us? throughout the whole universe, our Savior exclaim#d,

is finished!” The ransonprice was povided.
Could my tears fovever flow,

Could my zeal ne langucr know, Hallelujat! What a Savier!
Tthese fox sin cauld net atone;

Ttheu hast saved and thau alone.
JIn my hand ne price J lring;
Simply to thy crass J cling.

O what joy! What peace to know that because of
Jesus’death the righteousness of the law is fulfilled in
us if we walk after the spirit. Romans 8:4

At last the closing moments have corfikere had been
the agony in Gethsemane, followed by the appearing of
ridicule and rebuke before Caiaphas, before Pilate, before
Herod and back again before Pilatdere had been the
scouging, the mocking by the brutal soldiers, the
treacherous journey to Calvary carrying the crodse
nailing of his hands and feet to the croskere had been
the revilings of the priests, the crowd, the two thieves
crucified with him.There had been the awful darkness that
hid his Fathes face, which wrought from Jesus the bitter
cry, “My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?”
There had been the parched lips that drew from him the
exclamaton, “l thirst.”
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Endnates

“They pierced my hands and my feet.”

Jewish commentators insist that word “pierced” (Psalm
22:16) in Christian Bibles is a wrong translation of the

Hebrew word "RX2” which means “like a lion.” Of course
they want to negate the fact the Jesus died on a cross.

Christian OldTestament scholars concede that most of
the Hebrew texts available today read “lion,” rather than
“pierced.” In some of these manuscripts “pierced” is a
maminal note. On the other hand, there are Hebrew texts
that read “pierced,” with “lion” in the mgmn. The same
variance is reflected in English translations, except that the
vast majority of the English versions retain “pierced” in the
text, with “lion” relegated to the footnote in some instances.
(SeeASV, RSV, NIV, ESV)

The two words are strikingly similar in appearance in
the original Hebrew textThe only diference between the
word translated “like a lion,” and the one rendered “they
pierced” is in the length of the upright vowel stroke on the
latter word.The two might easily be confused.

(37N “pierced” and™R2, “like a lion”.)

Professor Baigent of th&Vest London Institute of
Higher Education suggests that the standard Massorite
Hebrew text, reflecting “like a lion,” “seems to be corrupt.”
Numerous other scholars conclr addition, we must note
that in the Dead Sea Scrolls, which pre-date the common
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Hebrew texts by a thousand years, the term clearly is
“pierced,” not “lion” (VanderKam / Flint, 124).

Tertullian (A.D. 160-220), one of the so called post-
apostolic “church fathers,” who had access to evidence older
than we possess todayuoted from Psalm 22 in one of his
five books,Against Macion. In Book IlI, which is designed
to ague the Messianic identity of Jesus based on Old
Testament prophegcyTertullian says that the Lord was
“prophetically declaring his glory” when he said, “They
pierced my hands and my feet” (Sect. XIX).

The Dead Sea Salls and Tertullian’s guote
conclusivdy prove the phase “they pieced my hands
and feet” is valid in verse 16.



